












For the Fiscal Year Ending
June 30, 1997
Mrfamp
Charles Tiedemann Roger Smith
Wayne Lynch Margaret Kemp Peggy Miller John Bowkett
Sally Wilkins Neal Foley Marilyn Peterman Linda Kaiser
Cynthia Dokmo George Bower Randall Bragdon
James Kuhnert Stephen Stepanek Alice E. Arnold







































Robert Suomala Frederick Porter Herbert Kopf Nancy Baker
Robert Jackson Charles Hood Thain Allan Robert Bacon
E. Gordon Pullar Oliver Merrill James Enright Herbert Campman
Chester McGrath H. Michael Stevens George Hammond, Jr.
Dwight Richardson William D'Alessandro
Mary Ann Sidebotham Andrew Pataky William Overholt




Bragdon Farm Long Term Note 69
Capital Reserve Funds 65
Comparative Statement of Appropriation & Revenue 21
Comparison Inventory of Valuation for Tax Computation 46
Conservation Commission 97
Director of Public Works & Road Commission Report 83
Emergency Management Report 86
Fire Department Report 81
Historic District Commission 93
July 4th Report 95
Librarian's Report 75
Library Bond 71
Library Trustees Report 77
Library Report of Receipts & Expenditures 73
Memorial Day 85
MS-1 Inventory of Valuation 27
MS-2 Report of Appropriations Actually Voted 28
MS-4 Revised Estimated Revenues 31
MS-5 Annual Financial Report 33
MS-6 Budget of the Town of Amherst 40
Nashua Regional Planning Commission 92
Planning Board Report 89
Police Department Report 79
Police/Rescue Facility Bond 72
Population as Compiled by the Town's Census 78
Recreation Commission Report 94
Rescue Squad Report 86
Seletmen's Report 66
Souhegan Regional Landfill District Report 87
State Forest Ranger Report 96
Synopsis of Town Meeting - March 11,13 1997 98
Tax Rate 45
Tax Collector's Report 51
Town Clerk's Report 52







Ways & Means Committee Report 68
Welfare Report 76
Zoning Board of Adjustment Report 91
Zoning/Planning Administrator's Report 90



























WILLIAM R. DRESCHER, ESQUIRE





















RICHARD E. CROCKER, Chief
THOMAS GRELU\, SR., Fire Ward
STEVEN BAIR, Fire Ward
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT OPERATIONS
STEVEN BAIR, Director
DONALD HOLDEN, Deputy Director
SUPERVISORS OF THE CHECKLIST
EDITH NOBLE, Term Expires 2000
CYNTHIA KENNEDY, Term Expires 1998














































































































































MACC BASE BOARD OF GOVERNORS
STEPHEN COUGHLAN










The State of New Hampshire
March 10, 1998
Polls will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. at Wiikins School
Voting on Articles 1,2,3,4 and 5 will be at the polls
Remaining Articles will be considered at the meeting held at 10: 00 a.m.
March 14th at the Souhegan Cooperative High School.
To the inhabitants of the Town of Amherst in the County of Hillsborough and
State of New Hampshire, qualified to vote in Town affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Wiikins School on Boston Post Road,
Amherst Village on Tuesday, March 10, 1998 at 7:00 a.m. for the choice of Town
Officers elected by official ballot and such action required to be inserted on said
official ballot.
The polls will be open on said date at 7:00 a.m. and will close not earlier than
7:00 p.m. in the evening.
You are hereby notified that the second session of the Annual Meeting of the
Town of Amherst will be held at Souhegan Cooperative High School on Boston
Post Road, Amherst on Saturday, March 14th at 10:00 o'clock in the morning to
act on those matters not to be voted on by official ballot (Articles 6 through 24).
Article 1.
To choose all necessary Town Officers for the ensuing terms.
Article 2. (By Petition To Enact the Provisions of SB-2)
Shall we adopt the provisions of RSA 40:13 to allow official ballot voting on all
issues before the Town?
Article 3.
Shall we modify the elderly exemptions from property tax in the Town of
Amherst, based on assessed value, for qualified taxpayers, to be as follows: For
a person 65 years of age up to 75 years, $40,000; for a person 75 years of age
up to 80 years, $60,000; for a person 80 years of age or older $80,000. To
qualify, the person must have been a New Hampshire resident for at least five
(5) years, own the real estate individually or jointly, or if the real estate is owned
by such person's spouse, they must have been married for at least five (5) years.
In addition, the taxpayer must have a net income of not more than $35,000 or, if
married, a combined net income of less than $50,000 and own net assets not in
excess of $100,000 excluding the value of the person's residence. (The
Selectmen recommend a yes vote.)
Article 4. (By Petition)
To see if the Town will vote to rescind the 1997 vote for an elected Planning
Board pursuant to RSA 673:2, II (b) (1), and return to an appointed Planning
Board pursuant to RSA 673:2, II (a). (The Selectmen recommend a yes vote.)
Article 5.
To see if the Town will vote to make the following changes in the Zoning
Ordinance for the Town of Amherst:
Amendment No. 1 . (By Petition)
To change Lot #11 2-000 on Map #002 of the Tax Maps of the Town of Amherst,
presently owned by Roberge Investments, LLC, c/o Al Legro, Vestmoore
Management, Inc., 168 South River Road, Bedford, New Hampshire and being
situate on the southeast corner of the intersection of Route 101 -A and 122 from
a general office zone to a commercial zone.
BALLOT QUESTION:
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 1 as proposed by petitioners
of the Town? (The Planning Board recommends a yes vote.)
Amendment No. 2. (By Petition)
To change Article IV, Section 4-8, Limited Commercial Zone, to add item A-13
Kennels, as an allowable use in the Limited Commercial Zone.
BALLOT QUESTION:
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 2 as proposed by petitioners
of the Town (The Planning Board recommends a no vote.)
Amendment No. 3.
To change Article IX, Section 9-1, Planned Residential Development to add:
PRD Regulations
"If bonuses, as explained below, are granted, the total number of bedrooms shall
not exceed one and one-half the number of bedrooms calculated above. The
number of bedrooms permitted in any PRD shall be determined by the Board to
assure compliance with the purpose of PRD and shall not exceed the limit
determined above."
Bonuses
The Board shall review the proposed PRD and consider the extent to which it
meets or addresses the objectives set forth in this ordinance and may, in its
judgment, grant density bonuses not to exceed those indicated below.
Item Maximum % Increase in Density
Recreation Facilities 5%
Phasing 5 Years -10%
10 Years -20%
Conservation 5% for each 5% of net tract area places
in conservation easement and/or set
aside for trails to integrate with the Town
trail system as determined by the
Conservation Commission.
Low & Moderate Cost Housing 30% if between 20% and 40% of the
total number of bedrooms which are
located with dwelling units which are low
to moderate cost housing.
Housing for Elderly Or 40% if the bedrooms in units of one or
"Empty Nester" two bedrooms that are designated to be
occupied by an individual or spouse who
has reached the age of 45. Such age
shall be a deed restriction for that unit.
BALLOT QUESTION:
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 3 as proposed by the
Planning Board?
Amendment No. 4.
To see if the Town will vote to add to Section IX, Article 9-1 "Conservation and
Recreational Land Use".
Applicability
This ordinance is applicable only to residentially zoned parcels with greater than
ten acres of undeveloped land.
Purpose of the Alternative Conservation and Recreational Land Use
Ordinance
The purpose of this ordinance is to implement a mechanism that allows land
owners to create definite term conservation or recreational easements on tracts
of land that are greater than ten acres and to derive economic benefit from
preserving conservation or recreational resources.
General Regulation
Any owner of an eligible tract of land may apply to the Planning Board for
approval of a plan to create a conservation or recreation easement. Easements
may be granted for a minimum of ten years, during which time the owner(s) shall
retain use of the land in accordance with the approved plan. Each shall be
approved by the Planning Board and must be filed with the County Registry of
Deeds.
Approval of the plan and granting of the easement shall enable the owner to
establish certain recreation and/or conservation uses that do not appreciably
alter the characteristics of the land. The owner may allow use of the land for the
approved conservation or recreational purposes by individuals or the general
public or the owner may restrict use to another entity or to the Town or other
governmental entity. The owner of the land may also form a conservation or
recreation association, which would govern the approved conservation or
recreational uses of the land. In all cases, use of the land is restricted to the
approved conservation or recreation purposes.
The land owner may charge reasonable fees for the use of the land by the
public, an association or other entities.
Application Procedures
Applications shall be made in writing to the Zoning Administrator and shall
contain all applicable information prior to submission to the Planning Board for
consideration. At a minimum, the application shall contain:
1
.
Name of the land owner(s).
2. Map and Lot numbers of the parcel(s) to be covered by the easement.
3. A plan showing the parcel, abutters, existing development and planned
improvements or alterations.
4. A detailed description of the conservation and/or recreational activities
planned for the land.
5. A detailed description of the measures to be implemented to ensure that the
planned uses do not appreciably alter the character of the land, including the
identification of ecologically significant areas or wildlife.
6. The schedule and intensity of use of the land.
7. A description of any improvements or alterations to the land to support the
conservation or recreational uses.
8. The intended users of the land (individuals, groups, associations, etc.).
9. Provisions for access to special populations if use is open to the general
public.
10.A copy of the legal documents creating the easement and limiting the use of
the land to the approved purpose for the period indicated.
1 1
.
A summary of public benefit to be gained by approval of the plan.
General Provisions
1 Each tract of land must contain a minimum of ten acres of undeveloped land.
2. Conservation and recreation easements must be created for a minimum of
ten years and shall be renewable for an unlimited number of ten year
minimum periods.
3. No activities, other than approved by the Planning Board, may employ the
use of hazardous or toxic substances as defined in 40 CFR Part 260, 261.
4. No structures may be supplied with utilities, except as approved by the
Planning Board.
5. If the conservation or recreational activities entail use by groups, adequate
on-site parking and sanitary facilities shall be provided.
6. Conservation and recreational uses shall be limited to non-motorized
activities, except as required for maintenance, health and safety or access
handicapped individuals.
BALLOT QUESTION:
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 4 as proposed by the
Planning Board?
Amendment No. 5.
To see if the Town will vote to replace Article V, Accessory Apartment Sections
5-4.4, 5-6.6, 5-7.7, 5-9.1, 5-10.7 with new definition to Sections 5-4.4, 5-6.6, 5-
7.7.5-9.1,5-10.7.
Accessory Apartment
A second dwelling unit incorporated within a single family home which is
structurally integrated with direct access between it and the main living unit. Th€
total area of the accessory apartment shall not exceed 800 s.f. and shall consist
of only one bedroom. Any changes to the total number of bedrooms per lot will
require a new state approved septic plan to be placed of file with the Zoning
Office prior to the issuance of a conversion/building permit.
BALLOT QUESTION:
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 5 as proposed by the
Planning Board?
Amendment No. 6.
To see if the Town will vote to delete Article IV, Section 4-16 Planned Office
Development from the Zoning Ordinance and from the tax maps of the Town of
Amherst.
BALLOT QUESTION:
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 6 as proposed by the
Planning Board?
Amendment No. 7.
To see if the Town will vote to delete Lots 13, 14 through 14-4 inclusive, 16, 16^
17 through 17-8 inclusive, 107 and 107-1 on Map 2 from the General Office
Zone and add to Residential Zone on Map 2.
BALLOT QUESTION:




To see if the Town will vote to replace the sign definition from Article III, Section
3-4 with new sign definition:
Any material, structure or device, or part thereof, composed of lettered or
pictorial matter which is located out-of-doors, or on the exterior of any building, or
indoors as a window sign, displaying an advertisement, announcement, notice or
name, and shall include any declaration, demonstration, display, representation,
illustration or insignia used to advertise or promote the interests of any person or
business or cause when such is placed in view of the general public. Signs shall
include: Any sign defined in this section or otherwise regulated under this
ordinance; flags, banners, pennants, streamers, balloons, spinners or similar
devices; and any other fixed or portable device or vehicle placed on a parcel of
land and used as a sign to convey information to the public.
Prohibited Signs
No banners, pennants, ribbons, streamers, spinners of similar moving, fluttering
or revolving devices shall be permissible for display as signs, except as
exempted above as New Hampshire or U.S. flags.
BALLOT QLESTION:
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 8 as proposed by the
Planning Board?
Amendment No. 9.
To see if the Town will vote to replace Article III, Section 3-7 .A. with "current
BOCA Building Code".
BALLOT QUESTION:
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 9 as proposed by the
Planning Board?
Amendment No. 1 0.
To see if the Town will vote to add new section D in Article IV, 4-3
Residential/Rural, 4-5 Northern Rural, 4-7 Commercial, 4-8 Limited Commercial,
4-17 Northern Transitional and new section E in 4-14 General Office - "Prohibited
Uses - Aircraft landing fields".
BALLOT QUESTION:





To see if the Town will vote to add new allowed use under Article IV, Section 4-9
Industrial Zone, A.20 "Aircraft landing fields".
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BALLOT QUESTION:
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 1 1 as proposed by the
Planning Board?
Amendment No. 1 2.
To see if the Town will vote to delete Article VI, Section 6-3. B. 3.
BALLOT QUESTION:
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 12 as proposed by the
Planning Board?
Amendment No. 1 3.
To see if the Town will vote to delete Article VI, Section 6-3. B, fourth line "and
appointed as in B-2".
BALLOT QUESTION:
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 1 3 as proposed by the
Planning Board?
Amendment No. 1 4.
To see if the Town will vote to delete from Article VIII, Section 8-5, Definition, the
words: "would spend without exceeding thirty percent (30%) of the total
household annual gross income for shelter, including utilities".
BALLOT QUESTION:
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 14 as proposed by the
Planning Board?
Amendment No. 1 5.
To see if the Town will vote to change Article IX, Section 9-1 , Planned
Residential Development, Minimum Lot Area, from "...areas of slope equal to or
greater than 15%" to "...areas of slope equal to or greater than 25%".
BALLOT QUESTION:
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 1 5 as proposed by the
Planning Board?
Amendment No. 1 6.
To see if the Town will vote to add to Article VIII, Section 8-5, Identification of
Suitable Project 7. If an existing dwelling is located on the site and sufficient
evidence is presented to the Planning Board to show that the existing dwelling is
affordable within the meaning of this ordinance, than No. 6 shall not apply to that
existing dwelling.
BALLOT QUESTION:




To see if the Town will vote to add Article III, Section 3-15, III.E. Horse Riding
Lessons, 1. Riding Lessons shall be limited to no more than ten (10) lessons per
day.
BALLOT QUESTION:
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 17 as proposed by the
Planning Board?
Amendment No. 1 8.
To see if the Town will vote to add new Section 3-17 Equestrian Facilities and
Events.
Intent of the Ordinance
The Town of Amherst recognizes that equestrian activities and facilities are an
integral part of the history and rural character of the Town and, as such, can
contribute to achieving the goals of the Master Plan. Through the preservation of
open space and agricultural practices, the commercial elements of such ventures
are of value to the entire community by providing recreational, competitive and
other opportunities for public benefit.
The intent of this ordinance is to allow the development of private equestrian
facilities and events in the residential zones of the Town of Amherst, while
seeking to preserve the rural character of the Town. The provisions of this
ordinance are further intended to limit the impact of these commercial ventures
on public health, safety and welfare by the establishment of minimum standards
and by requiring a review of the design, operating procedures and control of
impacts. The ordinance seeks to promote the health, safety and welfare of rider
and animal, as well as the public.
1.0 DEFINITIONS
1.1 Equestrian Facility: A private facility with limited and/or occasional
availability to the public; primarily for the boarding, training, breeding, sale,
riding and maintenance of horses, ponies and other equids, with or
without instruction for the rider.
1.2 Equestrian Events: Any event of more than 30 participants per day
involving horses and/or other animals which are on display or engaged in
competition and organized and managed in accordance with the provision
of a sanctioning state or national organization.
1.3 Riding Lessons: Any lesson or activity with limited availability to the
public involving the riding, training or care of horses, whether saddled or
otherwise, and including the training or instruction of riders or drivers.
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2.0 GENERAL PROVISIONS
2.1 Applicability. The provisions of this ordinance apply to all lessons or
events involving horses that are open or available to the general public,
regardless of whether there is a fee charged. Activities covered under this
ordinance are allowed in all zones of the Town of Amherst. These
provisions do not apply to the private ownership of horses or other farm
animals not available for public use.
The ordinance shall be construed to cover and define uses permitted to
equidae as a whole and not to limit permitted uses and activities to a size
animal or species or sub-species.
Allowable uses and activities involve the interaction between horses and
humans and can be instructional, competitive, recreational, therapeutic,
training, exercise, conditioning, or as otherwise approved by the Planning
Board.
2.2 Prohibited Uses. Activities, operations or events for the purpose of
livestock auctions, commercial horse sales, the sale of transport
equipment and vehicles, the manufacture or sale of feed and animal
hospitals are not allowable uses permitted under this ordinance.
Outdoor lighting for night-time use of arenas, tracks and like training or
competition areas is prohibited.
2.3 Equestrian Event Management. Equestrian events consist of horse
shows, trials or competitions open to the general public. All events shall
be conducted under the rules or other provision of an applicable
sanctioning state or national organization. Prior to conducting such
events, the owner of the property shall apply for and obtain approval
under the Non-Residential Site Plan review regulations of the Town. At a
minimum the application shall include:
1
.
Name of the land owner(s).
2. Map and Lot numbers of the parcel(s) to be used for equestrian events.
3. A plan showing the parcel, abutters, existing development and planned
improvements or alterations, parking areas and traffic access and
circulation.
4. A detailed description of the proposed equestrian events including
activities, hours of operation, number of participants, bathroom facilities,
water supply, etc.
5. A detailed description of the measures to be implemented to ensure that
the proposed activities are compatible with the neighborhood, including
but not limited to traffic management, dust and noise control, disposal of
manure.
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6. The annual schedule of equestrian events.
7. Provisions for access to special populations if events are open to the
general public.
8. A copy of the sanctioning organization's requirements for event
management.
9. A traffic and parking plan shall designate areas for parking horse trailers
and other oversize vehicles and for individual vehicles for those attending
the equestrian events. All event parking shall be restricted to the
designated areas and limited to the available spaces. No on-street
parking shall be allowed. Traffic circulation shall ensure access for
emergency vehicles at all times.
2.4 Riding Lessons. Riding lessons are all activities involving instruction,
training or participation in horse-back riding provided to the general public
using horses not wholly owned by the individual receiving the instruction
or training. Riding lessons to more than ten individuals per day may be
offered only by facilities approved under this ordinance. Prior to offering
riding lessons to the public, the owner of the property shall apply for and
obtain approval under the provision of the Non-Residential Site Plan




Name of the land owner(s).
2. Map and Lot numbers of the parcel(s) to be used for riding lessons.
3. A plan showing the parcel, abutters, existing development and planned
improvements or alterations, parking areas and traffic access and
circulation.
4. A detailed description of the proposed riding lesson operations including
activities, hours of operation, maximum number of hourly and daily
participants, bathroom facilities, waiting/classroom areas, water supply,
etc.
5. A detailed description of the measures to be implemented to ensure that
the activities are compatible with the neighborhood, including but not
limited to traffic management, dust and noise control, disposal of manure.
6. The schedule of operation of the riding center.
7. Provisions for access to special populations if lessons are open to the
general public.
8. A copy of an emergency response plan to manage accidents and injuries.
9. A traffic management plan must be prepared for any riding center offering
lessons to more than three riders per hour.
3.0 OTHER PROVISIONS
3.1 Barns or other structures used to stable horses under this ordinance shall
be limited to one animal per stall and one stall per 1 .0 acres of pasture.
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Animals covered under this ordinance smaller than standard horses (58
inches) must be provided adequate pasture area.
3.2 Barns used to stable five or more horses may contain up to 800 sq. ft. of
living space for a stable manager provided such space meets all
applicable BOCA requirements and is issued an occupancy permit by the
Town.
3.3 The restrictions on riding lessons contained in Section 2.4 of this
ordinance shall not apply to the owners of horses stabled or boarded at a
facility not otherwise subject to this ordinance.
3.4 Nothing in this ordinance shall be construed to prohibit the private sale or
maintenance of horses or farm livestock or to prohibit, or otherwise
restrict, agricultural operations.
BALLOT QUESTION:
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 18 as proposed by the
Planning Board?
Article 6.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $500,000 for the
purchase of such municipal land and/or buildings as the Selectmen deem
appropriate and in the best interest of the Town and to authorize the issuance of
not more than $500,000 of bonds or notes in accordance with the provisions of
the Municipal Finance Act (RSA Chapter 33) and to authorize the municipal
officials to issue and negotiate such bonds or notes and to determine the rate of
interest thereon, provided, nevertheless, that the Selectmen shall not conclude
any such purchase unless and until they have presented to either an annual or
special town meeting, a warrant article asking the meeting to ratify the particular
parcel chosen by the Selectmen for purchase, or take action relative thereto
(2/3rds ballot vote required). (The Selectmen recommend a yes vote.)
Article 7.
To see if the Town will raise such monies as may be necessary to defray Town
charges for the ensuing year and make appropriations for the same or take
action relative thereto. Said sum is exclusive of all special warrant articles
addressed separately. (The Selectmen recommend a yes vote.)
Article 8.
To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of $27,358 to fund the
deficit in the 1997-98 Souhegan Regional Landfill Distnct budget appropriation or
take action relative thereto. (The Selectmen recommend a yes vote.)
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Article 9.
To see if the Town will vote to approve the cost items included in the collective
bargaining agreement reached between the Board of Selectmen and the
Amherst Police Union which calls for the following increases in salaries and
benefits: 1998 - $16,378, 1999 - $16,850 (Est.) and 2000 (TBD). The 1998
costs are included in the appropriation requested under Article 7 or take action
relative thereto. (The Selectmen recommend a yes vote.)
Article 10.
To see if the Town will vote to approve the cost items included in the collective
bargaining agreement reached between the Board of Selectmen and the
Department of Public Works Union which calls for the following increases in
salaries and benefits: 1998 - $1.00 (Est.), 1999 - $1.00 (Est.) and 2000 - $1.00
(Est.). The 1998 costs are to be included in the appropriation requested under





To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of $4,000 for survey,
design review and recommendations for the physical needs of Town Hall to
update all of the electrical, plumbing, mechanical systems, HVAC and make the
building ADA compliant or take action relative thereto. (The Selectmen
recommend a yes vote.)
Article 1 2.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $122,000 for the
construction of a Salt Barn at the Department of Public Works Complex to be
funded in the following manner:
Withdrawal From Capital Reserve $106,000
Raised by Taxation $ 16,000
or take action relative thereto. (The Selectmen recommend a yes vote.)
Article 1 3.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $24,000 for the
purchase of two defibrillators for the Rescue Squad or take action relative
thereto. (The Selectmen recommend a yes vote.)
Article 14.
To see if the Town will vote to create, pursuant to RSA 31 :19-a, a restricted
expendable trust fund to be known as the Amherst Town Library Property Fund
for the purpose of acquisition of land and any buildings thereon for future
expansion of library space and to vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$40,000 to be placed in the Amherst Town Library Property Fund or take action
relative thereto. The trust will operate under the following rules:
1 . The Trust Fund will be invested by the Town of Amherst Trustees of the Trust
Fund as prescribed by State Statute.
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2. The Trust Fund will have a separate Board of Directors established as
follows:
a. Two members of the Trustees of the Library elected by the Library
Trustees.
b. One member of the Board of Selectmen appointed by the Board of
Selectmen.
c. One member of the Representatives to the General Court elected by
the Representatives among themselves.
d. One member of the Trustees of the Trust Funds elected from among
themselves.
3. It is the intent that this trust fund will be added to by warrants put before the
voters each year. Interest on the fund to accumulate. Expenditure of the fund to
be authorized by a three-fifth vote of the above described Board of Directors.
(The Selectmen recommend a yes vote.)
Article 15.
To see if the Town will vote to establish a Capital Reserve Fund under the
provisions of RSA 35:1 for the purpose of installing a sprinkler system in the
apparatus bay of the Central Fire Station and to raise and appropriate the sum of
$7,500 to be placed in this fund or take action relative thereto. (The Selectmen
recommend a yes vote.)
Article 1 6. (By Petition)
To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of $5,000 to:
a. Conduct a wireless telecommunication workshop open to Town Boards,
interested Amherst citizens, and potential industry providers in order to provide
access to the best information available for decision making by the Board of
Selectmen, the Planning Board, and the Zoning Board as well as the citizens of
the Town.
b. Hire technical services as needed by the Selectmen, the Planning Board, and
the Zoning Board in reviewing future applications from prospective providers.
Any monies so raised and appropriated that are not spent are to be applied to
costs incurred in creating a wireless telecommunication facilities master plan or
take action relative thereto. (The Selectmen recommend a no vote.)
Article 17. (By Petition)
To see if the Town will vote to create, pursuant to RSA 31 :19-a, a restricted
expendable trust fund to be known as the Amherst Steeple Fund for the purpose
of maintenance and repairs to the Town steeple attached to the Congregational
Church of Amherst and to vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,000 to be
placed in the Amherst Steeple Fund or take action relative thereto. The trust will




The Trust Fund will be invested by the Town of Amherst Trustees of the Trust
Fund as prescribed by State Statute.
2. The Trust Fund will have a separate Board of Directors established as
follows:
a. Two members of the Congregational Church of Amherst appointed by
the Congregational Church of Amherst.
b. One member of the Board of Selectmen appointed by the Board of
Selectmen.
c. One member of the Representatives to the General Court elected by
the Representatives among themselves.
d. One member of the Trustees of the Trust Funds elected from among
themselves.
3. It is the intent that this trust fund will be added to by warrants put before the
voters each year. Interest on the fund to accumulate. Expenditure of the fund to
be authorized by a three-fifth vote of the above described Board of Directors.
(The Selectmen recommend a yes vote.)
Article 18. (By Petition)
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $50,000 to be
transferred to and used by the Amherst Land Trust for the purpose of acquiring
developable land, development rights or easements, to ensure the maintenance
and preservation of the scenic and rural character of the Town and to minimize
the tax impact of residential development. Such sum represents the amount of
current use recovery fees collected by the Town during the current fiscal year,
less the amount transferred to the Amherst Conservation Commission Land
Fund or take action relative thereto. (The Selectmen recommend a no vote.)
Article 1 9. (By Petition)
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $14,867.40 to allow the
conversion of the Fire Department's Department Assistant's position from a 28
hours per week part-time position to a 35 hours per week full-time position or
take action relative thereto. (The Selectmen recommend a no vote.)
Article 20. (By Petition)
To see if the Town will vote to change the designation of Town Land known as
Bragdon Farm, Amherst Tax Map 8, Lots 8-54, 8-54-1 and 8-56, and Bedford
Tax Map 30, Lot 15 from category "Town Property" to category "Conservation
Land " or take action relative thereto. (The Selectmen recommend a no vote.)
Article 21. (By Petition)
To designate Mack Hill Road from Manchester Road to its northern terminus at




To see whether the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to convey an
easement to New England Telephone, D/B/A Bell Atlantic, to permit the
placement of a telephone utility cabinet and related connects and appurtenances
on land owned by the Town known as Map 8, Lot 77-10, on such terms and
conditions as the Selectmen deem in the best interest of the Town or take action
relative thereto. (The Selectmen recommend a yes vote.)
Article 23.
To see if the Town will vote to amend the purpose of the Highway Equipment
Capital Reserve to include maintenance and refurbishing Highway Department
equipment or take action relative thereto (2/3rds vote required). (The Selectmen
recommend a yes vote.)
Article 24.
To see if the Town will vote to amend the purpose of the Highway Vehicle
Capital Reserve to include maintenance and refurbishing Highway Department
equipment or take action relative thereto (2/3rds vote required). (The Selectmen
recommend a yes vote.)
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EXEMPTIONS OFF ASSESSED VALUE:
Elderly (49)
Blind (7)
Totally & Permanently Disabled (3)
SolarAA/indpower (5)
NET VALUATION AFTER EXEMPTIONS:












REPORT OF APPROPRIATIONS ACTUALLY VOTED MS-2
Acct. No.
REPORT OF APPROPRIATIONS ACTUALLY VOTED IVIS-2
Acct. No.
REPORT OF APPROPRIATIONS ACTUALLY VOTED MS-2
PURPOSE OF APPROPRIATIONS Warr.
Acct. No. (RSA 32:3,V) Art. No.
FY: 1997-98 REVISED ESTIMATED REVENUES MS-4
Acct No.
FY: 1997-98 REVISED ESTIMATED REVENUES MS-4
Acct No.
TOWN OF AMHERST ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT - IVIS-5
B. EXPENDITURES - Modified Accrual
B. EXPENDITURES - Modified Accrual (Continued)




Year 1998-99 BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF AMHERST MS-6
I199S-S7
jwarr. Appropriations Prior
PURPOSE OF APPROPRIATIONS Art. Year Approved by
(RSA31;4) No. IpRA
Year 1998-99 BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF AMHERST MS-6
199«-97 1997-98
Warr. 'Appropriations Prior 1996-97 Actual Appropriations Prior
PURPOSE OF APPROPRIATIONS Art. Year Approved by Expenditures Prior Year as Approved by
(RSA31:4) Ino. ORA Year ORA
Year 1998-99 BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF AMHERST MS-€
PURPOSE OF APPROPRIATIONS
(RSA31;4)
Year 1998-99 BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF AMHERST MS-«
SOURCES OF REVENUE
Year 1998-99 BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF AMHERST
Warr.
Art. 199S-97 Estimated Actual Revenue
SOURCES OF REVENUE No. Revenue Prtor Year Prior Year
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION




















Due to Local School
Due to Regional School
Less: Shared Revenues
Net School Appropriation









Due to County 1 ,444,499.00
Less: Shared Revenues (8,643.00)
Net County Appropriation 1 ,435,856.00
Approved County Tax Effort
County Tax Rate
Combined Tax Rate
Total Property Taxes Assessed
Less: War Service Credits
Add: Village District Commitment



































1994 1995 1996 1997
218,706,690 217,695,600 221,269,400 226,312,100
367,042,600 377,278,400 391,068,000 412,373,900
1,048,300 1,579,900 1,579,900 1,776,300
941,300 941,300 941,300 941,300
9,463,300 9,463,300 9,463,300 9,463,300
2,587.400 2,587,400 2,587,400 -0-
1,447,300 1,695,600 1,677,300 1,435,200
601,236,890 611,241,500 628,586,600 652,302,100
343,300 343,300 343,400 343,400
1,189,000 1,229,500 1,312,000 1,057,400
150,000 180,000 210,000 210,000
25,500 25,500 25,500 25,500
599,529,090 609,463,100 626,695,700 650,665,800
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SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Property

























11 Old Nashua Road
24 Old Mont Vernon Road
6 Brimstone Hill
6 Nathaniel Drive






Boston Post & Corduroy Rds.
Chestnut Hill Road (Rear)
Address




1 & 3 Stearns Road
2 Fairway Drive








SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Conservation Land
TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
JLLY 1, 1996-JlJNE 30, 1997
1997 1996 1995
Llncollected Taxes
SLMMARY OF TAX LIEN ACCOUNTS
1997 1996 1995
Unredeemed Liens 505,514.06 440,839.57
Liens Executed 398,202.52 7,392.16
Interests & Costs 1,666.63 32,640.06 49,157.41
Refunds 42.86
TOTAL DEBTS 399,869.15 545,589.14 489,996.98
Remittance
Redemptions 60,504.82 234,859.22 160,585.78
Interests & Costs 1,666.63 32,640.06 49,157.41
Abatements of
Unredeemed Taxes 4,661.43 122,162.01 202,710.42
Unredeemed Liens 333,036.27 155,927.85 77,543.37
TOTAL CREDITS 399,869.15 545,589.14 489,996.98
REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK
FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1997
Automobile Registrations 1,302,812.00
Titles • 4,314.00
Municipal Agent Fees 24,570.00
Dog Licenses 11,511 .50
Vital Statistics 3,773.00
Dog Fines 1,708.00
Uniform Commercial Code Filings 5,653.45
Parking Fines 1,680.00
Miscellaneous Income 19103
TOTAL FEES COLLECTED 1 ,356,21 2 98
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SUMMARY OF THE TOWN TREASURER'S REPORT












Transfer In From Repurchase Agreement
Manifests Paid
Payroll Manifests Paid
Transfers to Repurchase Agreement
Ending Balance March 14, 1997
Repurchase Agreement
Beginning Balance July 1, 1996
Transfers In From Checking
Transfers Out to Checking
Interest Income
Ending Balance March 14, 1997
Conservation Gift Account










































Balance March 14, 1997 806.55
Rescue/CPR




Balance March 14, 1997 907.86
Town Band Account




Balance March 14, 1997 5,052.68
Friel Family Golf Escrow
Opening Balance July 1 , 1 996 2,441 .67
Interest ^3^
Balance March 14, 1997 2,485.31
LTL Realty Escrow
Opening Balance July 1 , 1 996 8,051 .07
Interest 653.36
Expended - Account Closed 10/21/96 * -8,704.43
Balance March 14, 1997 0.00
Quinn Brothers Escrow
Opening Balance July 1 , 1 996 792.25
Interest 14J6
Balance March 14, 1997 806.41
DARE of Amherst




Balance March 14, 1997 1,761.67
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Amherst Escrow-Village Green
Opening Balance July 1 , 1 996 1 ,296.03
Deposits 0.00
Interest 23.16
Balance March 14, 1997 1,319.19
Indian Pond Escrow
Opening Balance July 1, 1996 8,033.76
Deposits 0.00
Interest 144.17
Balance March 14, 1997 8.177.93
Regency Homes Escrow
Opening Balance July 1, 1996 2,149.77
Deposits 0.00
Interest 34.13
Expended - Account Closed 2/20/97 -2.183.90
Balance March 14, 1997 0.00
VanLunen Escrow
Opening Balance July 1, 1996 6.833.48
Deposits 0.00
Interest 122.64
Balance March 1 4. 1 997 6,956. 1
2
Colonist Homes Escrow
Opening Balance July 1, 1996 56.114.17
Deposits 0.00
Interest 1.007.03
Balance March 14, 1997 57,121.20
Cameron Real Estate
Opening Balance July 1 , 1 996 0.00
Deposit 11/22/96 17.000.00
Interest 130.09
Balance March 14, 1997 17,130.09
Conifer Lane
Opening Balance July 1 , 1996 0.00
Deposit 12/27/96 5.000.00
Interest 25.47
Balance March 14, 1997 5,025.47
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SUMMARY OF THE TOWN TREASURER'S REPORT












Transfer In From Repurchase Agreement
Manifests Paid
Payroll Manifests Paid
Transfers to Repurchase Agreement
Ending Balance June 30, 1 997
Repurchase Agreement
Beginning Balance March 15, 1997
Transfers In From Checking
Transfers Out to Checking
Interest Income
Ending Balance June 30, 1997
Conservation Gift Account










































Balance June 30, 1997 813.60
Rescue/CPR




Balance June 30, 1997 978.32
Town Band Account




Balance June 30, 1 997 4, 1 94. 1
3
Friel Family Golf Escrow
Opening Balance March 15, 1997 2,485.31
Interest 21.57
Balance June 30, 1997 2,506.88
Quinn Brothers Escrow
Opening Balance March 15, 1997 806.41
Interest 7.00
Balance June 30, 1997 813.41
DARE of Amherst




Balance June 30, 1997 2,024.57
Amherst Escrow-Village Green
Opening Balance March 15, 1997 1,319.19
Deposits 0.00
Interest 11.45
Balance June 30, 1997 1,330.64
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Indian Pond Escrow
Opening Balance March 15, 1997 8,177.93
Deposits 0.00
Interest 70.96
Balance June 30, 1997 8,248.89
VanLunen Escrow
Opening Balance March 15, 1997 6,956.12
Deposits 0.00
Interest 60.86
Balance June 30, 1997 7,016.98
Colonist Homes Escrow
Opening Balance March 15, 1997 57,121.20
Deposits 0.00
Interest 495.64
Balance June 30, 1997 57,616.84
Cameron Real Estate
Opening Balance March 15, 1997 17,130.09
Interest 34.85
Expended - Acct. Closed 4/24/97 -17.164.94
Balance June 30, 1997 0.00
Conifer Lane
Opening Balance March 15, 1997 5,025.47
Interest 43.61
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was, in all, a good year. Much was accomplished, and new needs were
identified. There were no true emergencies requiring large or unexpected
expenditures.
Completed Projects
The Conservation Commission proposed that two properties be purchased, and
the purchases were approved by the Board. The first property is the Bacon
property at the end of Brook Road, immediately adjacent to Joe English. The
property consists of 7.6 acres, and includes the house and several small
outbuildings. We have renamed the property "Peabody Mill Center".
The second property purchased by the Conservation Commission is a 70 acre
portion of the property owned by David & Mary Dacquino, known as Jonny Cake
Farm. The Dacquino's are leaving Town and have divided their land, after which
they very kindly offered a portion of it to the Town at a price considerably below
its value.
An effort to establish Charter Commissions under RSA 49-B:3, to consider
various means of voting for budgets for Souhegan School and the Town was
voted on and failed to pass.
Two projects modifying Town roads were completed during the summer. Both
had been under discussion for several years. The hump on the east side of the
Merrimack Road/Route 122 intersection was leveled, and Merrimack Road at
that location was widened. This project was accomplished without State
assistance.
A complete re-design of the intersection of Boston Post Road and Main Street in
the center of the village was constructed. Additional landscaped areas were
added on all sides of the intersection, and an island isolating the roads from the
parking area across from the Village Green market was installed. The result is
that the intersection has been greatly tightened, and the amount of green space
increased.
A Committee was formed to consider means to improve the services of the
Ambulance/Rescue Squad. Their recommendations were received at the
beginning of February, and will be considered by the Selectmen.
A water line was extended from in front of the Police Station to the Fire Station.
This provides potable water to the Station, allows for filling the trucks, and may
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eventually be used to sprinkler the equipment bay. Work was performed by
three members of the Fire Department at no charge, except for materials.
A contract with the Union representing the Police was negotiated and approved.
Unfinished Business
There is always some unfinished business occupying the Town. This coming
year, however, a major concern of the citizens will be considered and hopefully
concluded. Almost every citizen is unhappy with the size, appearance and
location of towers which have been proposed to support antennas to provide
cellular phone service. Requests for such towers have been submitted and the
necessary special exceptions and variances have been rejected by the Zoning
Board of Adjustment. The matter is now in litigation.
In March, the Town will again be asked to decide if they wish to continue with the
present form of Town Meeting or vote for financial matters, including the budget,
by Ballot Vote at the polls.
Faced with the requirement to up-date the Master Plan, the Planning Board
formed a Steering Committee, who, with the aid of the University of New
Hampshire Extension Service, conducted an evening and a day-long meeting to
determine the present and desired profiles of the Town. Update of the Master
Plan will continue this coming year.
The employees of the Department of Public Works voted to form a union.
Negotiations between the Town and the Union are underway and hopefully will
be concluded in time for consideration at Town Meeting.
The Selectmen wish to thank all of the employees of the Town for the loyalty and
dedication they have exhibited in providing outstanding service to the town and
its citizens. In addition, the volunteers who staff our Commissions and
Committees work long hours at no pay. They deserve the thanks of all Town
citizens.
Chairman
WAYS & MEANS COMIVIITTEE REPORT
The Amherst Ways & Means Committee, after a careful review of all
budgetary facts and issues, is pleased to express our belief that the Board of
Selectmen and the Amherst School Board have acted in a fiscally prudent and
financially responsible manner in the development of their respective budgets. In
our capacity as an appointed financial oversight committee, we have rigorously
scrutinized and vigorously debated the merits of nearly every line item contained
within these budgets. With that in mind, we urge the voters of Amherst to accept
passage of both the Town and School budgets.
The community of Amherst faces some tough and important decisions in the
years to come. Increased population, changing demographics, and rising costs
have contributed to an acceleration in the tax rate. In addition, these factors
have added considerable pressure on the ability of our Town to maintain the
quality of life that we, as citizens, have come to expect. The residents of
Amherst have always demanded the best, yet we must realize that having the
best is not without cost. At some point in the not too distant future we, as a
community, will be faced with the unenviable task of drawing the line between
what we demand and what we, as taxpayers, can afford to pay.
The Ways & Means Committee encourages the active participation of all
Amherst voters in the budget process. To that end, we recommend your
presence at the various budget and bond hearings, the School District
deliberative session, and the annual Town Meeting. We look forward to
presenting our recommendations at these forums, and we hope that our opinions
will help the citizens of Amherst to make informed and. reasonable decisions.
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LONG TERM NOTE
ANNUAL REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
BRAGDON FARM PURCHASE - $235,000
LONG TERM NOTE
ANNLAL REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
BRAGDON FARM PURCHASE - $235,000
TREASURER'S COUPON & NOTE REGISTER
ANNUAL REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMISTRATION
LIBRARYBOND
Period
TREASURER'S COLPON & NOTE REGISTER
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AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY LIBRARIAN'S REPORT







Preschool Storytime Sessions 170
Toddler Programs 6
Programs for School-Age Children 28
Visits of School Groups to Library 50
Librarian Visits to Schools 32
Summer Reading Program - 219 Children Enrolled Read 3,499 Books
Young Adult Programs
35 Participants in YA Summer Reading Program
Adult Programs 6
Museum Visits (1/1/97-12/31/97) 233
Displays and Exhibits 26
WELFARE OFFICER'S REPORT
The Town of Amherst has been very fortunate that general assistance remains
at a very manageable level. Rent and utility payments continue to highlight
the welfare budget.
In 1992, the Selectmen adopted the Welfare Offset - Landlord Delinquent
Municipal Payment Law. This allows the Welfare Officer to issue rental
payments to the Town Tax Collector if the landlord is in arrears of paying his/her
real estate taxes. This process is used on a regular basis when taxes are
delinquent more than thirty days.
Once again, the Welfare Office has been the recipient of a discretionary grant
from the Junior Women's Club. Funds from this grant are used for items and
services which are outside the realm of the Welfare Officer's guidelines. People
from 5 to 85 have been assisted by these funds. I can't thank the members
enough for their hard work in fundraising that allowed this Office to receive the
$500 grant.
Thanks should also be given to Mrs. Darlene Smith's Middle School Class who
adopted a family for Christmas. It was a wonderful experience to be part of
these young folks gift of giving during this special time of year. The family was
overwhelmed by what they received and were extremely grateful to the class foi
their thoughtfulness.
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TRUSTEES REPORT FOR THE AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY
It
has been another year of exceptional growth in both traditional and electronic
services. There was an increase of 9% in circulation of library materials while
we have improved or added new electronic services. Our electronic card catalog
is now available on the Internet World Wide Web as are two online information
search databases. You can link to these services through the Library's home
page on the Internet at www.amherst.lib.nh.us and send requests using
electronic mail at "library@amherst.nh.us". If you would like to learn how to
access information on the Internet from your home or the Library, you can join
the over 200 other patrons who have taken one of our training classes.
With a new reciprocal lending agreement, you can use your library card to
borrow from several surrounding libraries. If you want to go to a museum, the
Library now has a pass for the Christa McAuliffe Planetarium courtesy of the
Amherst Newcomers in addition to passes for the Museum of Fine Arts and the
Museum of Science in Boston. In the children's Library, we now have CD-ROM
based programs for young patrons to borrow and a mural of "Our Constellations"
painted by Edith Aucoin and funded by the Friends of Library.
The Library, of course, is more than books, periodicals, CD-ROMs, and Internet
access. This past year we have been excited by the popularity of the programs
offered by the Library which included:
Children's Summer Reading Program: "Take Me to Your Reader"
Celebrate Trees (Arbor Day)
Scottish May Day
Family Folk Night with Singer Jody Gaffney
Planetarium Trip, Space Stories
Young Adults Pizza Party and Auction




An Evening with Richard Lederer
The Trustees want to acknowledge some of the donations especially from the
Friends of Library, The Amherst Juniors, Amherst Lions Club, the Amherst
Gardeners and contributions to the A. Thompson Warner Fund for mystery
books. We also want to commend the librarians and staff for providing us with




he equalization rates for the past ten years are as follows:
1 988 - 55% 1 992 - 69% 1 996 - 96%
1 989 - 56% 1 993 - 73% 1 997 - Pending
1990-63% 1994-100%
1991-67% 1995-98%
The number of building permits continue to rise, but new construction has
dropped by 25% in number. The new homes, however, are larger. Existing
homes continue to sell well. We have picked up over forty million dollars in new
construction, additions, and renovations during the past two years.
Our equalization rates during the periods of 1989 through 1993 continued to rise.
This resulted because of the drop in real estate values during this period. From
1994 through 1997, we are starting to see an upswing in values as our
equalization rates are now dropping. As a result, we will be monitoring the need
of an update in our assessments and will keep you informed. We have some
adjustments that need to be made in our cost schedule in order to have a more
equitable pricing schedule and to provide equity within neighborhoods and for
different classes of property.
POPULATION AS COMPILED BV THE TOWN'S CENSUS
1960
AMHERST POLICE DEPARTMENT
The Amherst Police Department exists to serve the citizens of Amherst, and in
partnership with the citizens, to enrich the quality of life in Amherst. The
most obvious effect the Department has on the community is the safety of the
people. The Department prides itself on maintaining a highly visible, active
patrol force which discourages crime and encourages careful driving. In
addition, solid relationships exist with the schools in Town, both to assist in
providing safety education to children and to enforce laws dealing with drugs and
violence. Beyond the obvious, the members of the Department are committed to
providing service to the public, and working to solve problems that arise within
families. This approach to law enforcement is referred to today as community
policing, however this philosophy has been embodied in the Amherst Police
Department since the 1970's.
In reviewing statistics for 1997, it is clear that a growing population and a
healthy economy have played a part in the year being the busiest in Department
history. Calls for service increased by 4.5 percent, while crime also increased for
the second year. On a positive note, the number of burglaries remained low,
actually decreasing by eleven percent. Contrasting the positive, the number of
assaults, primarily simple assaults within families or among juveniles, rose
dramatically. Adult arrest numbers dropped, but this decrease was more than
offset by an increase in the number of juveniles detained. Although the number
of motor vehicle accidents declined, the severity was substantially worse when
measured by the number of injuries and deaths. A statistic which may relate to
the accident rate is the number of motor vehicle stops initiated by the
Department. That number dropped for the first time in several years, as a result
of increasing calls for service which occupy officers' time.
To address the increasing workload, the Department requested two
grants from the United States Department of Justice. The first was a request for
funds to improve technology by linking laptop computers in the police cruisers
with local, state and national computer bases. This was justified to the federal
government by describing the proposed man hour savings by use of this
technology, which allows officers to remain on patrol while accessing information
vital to their jobs. The second request to the federal government was for funds
to assist in hiring an additional patrol officer. The Department recently was
notified that it was approved for $75,000 to fund an officer for three years.
Together, these two grants will significantly improve patrol coverage in the Town,
while minimally impacting the local tax rate. This improved coverage should be
of great assistance in maintaining the quality of life within the Town.
The Department would like to thank the townspeople for their continued
support. In a year which saw great tragedy within the law enforcement family of
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New Hampshire, it was gratifying that so many people in Amherst expressed
their appreciation for the work the Department does. The Department will
continue to strive to provide the best possible service at the least possible cost.
As always, we invite your comments and suggestions as to how we may better
serve the community.
Summary of Police Activity
1994 1995 1996 1997
Miles of Patrol
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT
The objective of the Amherst Fire Department is to protect/preserve individuals
and property from and during such fires as may occur in the Town of
Amherst and vicinity. The Amherst Fire Department's activities, however, are not
limited to extinguishing fires. The AFD also deals with carbon monoxide,
hazardous materials, oil spills, vehicle accidents and suspicious odor situations,
just to name a few.
The Amherst Fire Department is managed by the three Fire Wards. The AFD is
made up of approximately 50 paid on-call members, which operate nine pieces
of apparatus housed at both Central Station (Amherst Street) and South Station
(Stearns Road).
Central Station houses our Business Office. This is the location for obtaining
burn permits, oil and propane installation permits, blasting permits, tank removal
permits, etc. All fire prevention planning and inspection coordination also takes
place at Central Station. The Business office hours are Monday - Friday 8:00
a.m. to 12:45 p.m. AFD's non-emergency business telephone number is 673-
1 545. In case of emergency, dial 673-31 31 or 91 1
.
In fiscal year 1996-1997, the Amherst Fire Department responded 360 times. Of
these 360 responses, 248 were toned calls and 112 were service calls. The
breakdown is as follows:
Alarm Activation
other inspection activities included, but were not limited to, chimney and wood
stove inspections, site plan reviews, building permit plan reviews, and public and
private fire prevention visits.
The Fire Department conducted activities to result in yet another successful Fire
Prevention Week (October 5-11, 1997). With efforts by many AFD members, all
Amherst schools were visited, fire trucks displayed, literature distributed, and fire
safety/prevention presentations were delivered. In addition, the Amherst Fire
Department once again conducted similar activities at local day care centers.
The Fire Wards would like to take this opportunity to congratulate and thank
Christopher Whittaker and Walter Nelson who in 1997 reached 25 years of
service to the Fire Department and to the Town of Amherst. Also,
congratulations and thanks are extended to Lieutenant Dennis Wheeler and
Chief Rick Crocker for accumulating 20 years of service in 1997.
We are pleased to report that the new Tower truck, which was approved at the
1996 Town Meeting, arrived at Central Station in February, 1997. This vehicle
has proven to be every bit as versatile as we had hoped it would be. We now
have the low angle reach capabilities that we need. In addition, the combined
function of heavy rescue capabilities incorporated into the Tower during its
design, have given us more versatility and efficiency on the scene of rescue
incidents, such as motor vehicle accidents. Thank you for your support,
Amherst.
The water main has now been extended into the Central Station apparatus bay.
This project was possible thanks to the selfless donation of man hours and
heavy equipment offered by Amherst Fire Department's Captain Jeffrey Manson,
Lieutenant Dennis Wheeler and Lieutenant Kevin Grassett. The Department is
very appreciative of their efforts.
The Amherst Fire Department would like to take this opportunity to thank the
people of Amherst and surrounding towns for their continued support. We wish
everyone a happy, healthy and safe upcoming year.
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DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS & ROAD COMMISSIONERS
During 1997, the Public Works Department was fully engaged maintaining the
past and building for the future. Notable accomplishments were the contract
administration of:
Merrimack Road at Route 122 Intersection
The reconstruction of Boston Post Road and Main Street Intersection
Re-roofing of Town Hall
Re-roofing of Central Fire Station
Acquisition of new equipment and materials


















Boston Post Road & Carriage Road
• Crack Sealing portions of:
Horace Greeley Road Chestnut Hill Road
Chnstian Hill Road
• Street Sweeping curbed areas





• Water Main Extension for Central Fire Station
The Public Works crew responded to and can be especially proud of their efforts
in the following areas:
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Winter Maintenance of approximately 118 miles of Town roads, both paved
and unpaved
440 sen/ice requests from residents and other Town Departments were
completed
Repainting the rail fence surrounding the large common
Maintained, through grading and York raking, approximately 9 miles of gravel
roads
Commenced roadside mowing following the acquisition of a new mower
Mowing at the Town Parks/Commons
Mowing at the Library
Mowing at the Wilkins School
Flushing and cleaning of cross culverts Town-wide
Maintenance of ditchlines at miscellaneous locations
Brush cutting and chipping Town-wide (following the 50 Year Storm of
Decembers, 7 & 8, 1996)
Solid waste disposal and recycling in accordance with NHDES
Landscaping at the Police Station
New drainage at the Police Station and Fellows Farm Road
Street sweeping of all uncurbed areas
Weekly trash & recycling pickup at the Town buildings and grounds
Preparation and cleanup for the Fourth of July celebration
Bridge maintenance - washing and putting preservative on concrete surfaces
Cemeteries:
• Repaired and repainted the Cemetery tool houses
• Mowing of all Town cemeteries
• Twenty burials
• Commenced road and lane repairs at Meadowview Cemetery
With the assistance from Hillsborough County House of Correction:
• Spring clean-up of public properties and cemeteries prior to Memorial Day
observance
• Fall leaf collection at the public commons and cemeteries
• Repainted the exterior of South Fire Station
In conclusion, during the next fiscal year '98-'99, it is this Department's goal to
continue a professional and productive level of service in many general
maintenance endeavors internally while addressing other specialized
maintenance and construction through funded contracted services. During the
next year, emphasis is anticipated in further overlay paving and crack sealing at
the following locations:
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Amherst Street Pond Parish Road
Seaverns Bridge Road Davis Lane
Church Street Upham Road
Christian Hill Road
Finally, in the area of building maintenance, it is the intention of the Public Works
Department to continue addressing the deficiencies that were identified in a six-
year plan, thus protecting the investment we have in our Town Hall, Library,
Police/Rescue Facility, Fire Stations and the Public Works Garage.
It is also anticipated that the previously established Capital Reserve account for
the replacement of the DPW sand/salt storage building will have adequate funds
during FY '98-'99 to bring this project to fruition.
The Department of Public Works wishes to thank the taxpayers for their
continued support, the Board of Selectmen and Road Commissioners for their
assistance and guidance and especially, the employees of the Public Works
Department, for their efforts.
MEMORIAL DAY REPORT
Parade Marshall: Robert Schaumann
Clergy: Rev. Todd Smith
Readers: Carrianne Kingsford, Mike Tardiff, AMS Class Officers
Guests: Veterans & Amherst Citizens
Bruce A. Tarpley Scholarship presented to Jesse Jean
AMS Essay Topic: "Memorial Day Participation"
Essay Winners: 1st 2nd 3rd
Grade 7 Caitlin Pyne Elizabeth Stitt Annie Quinn
Grade 8 Stephanie Pratt
Recipient of Patricia Duval/Evelyn Riccitelli Youth Award: Marcel Chabot
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RESCUE SQUAD
The Rescue Squad provides emergency medical services for Amherst and
Mont Vernon, supplies additional hours of community service for such events
as standbys at athletic events, parades, demonstrations, road races, blood
pressure clinics, and CPR courses. The Squad is always in need of additional
personnel, especially daytime. Anyone interested in joining the Amherst Rescue
Squad is encouraged to contact any of our members for information regarding
membership. We are also looking for townspeople who are at least 18 years of
age and live in close proximity of the Police/Rescue Facility to be daytime drivers
(6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.). No medical training is required as a driver.
The Boy Scouts of America Post 2941 has continued to attract active members
between the ages of 15 and 21, and remains involved in community service
projects. The Post is supervised by Jean Miller. Teens are encouraged to
become involved.
It is through the continued community support that we are able to provide quality,
up-to-date medical and rescue services in the event of sudden illness or injury.
Your generous donations continue to help augment the operating budget that is
passed.
Membership this past year numbers 45, which includes 1 1 BSA Explorers, 15
EMT-lntermediates that are able to do IV therapy and administer certain drugs
and 4 paramedics. In 1997 the Rescue Squad made 521 calls - 402 in Amherst,
102 to Mont Vernon, 1 mutual aid to Bedford, 1 to Merrimack and 15 to Milford.
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
Compared to the two years prior, 1997 was relatively quiet for emergency
management. Much of the activity this year was focused on Sara Title III,
also known as the "community right to know" law. These activities include
maintaining our hazardous materials response plan, surveying businesses to
identify hazards and assuring compliance and making information available to
the general public. Several new publications related to emergency preparedness
have been published by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).
Copies of these are available to interested residents. A preparedness video
geared to elementary school children was provided to the Amherst School
District for review and subsequent use.
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SOIJHEGAN REGIONAL LANDFILL DISTRICT
The Amherst Recycling and Transfer Station of the Souhegan Regional
Landfill District (SRLD) is located off of Route 101 East, just east of the
Meeting Place and west of the Basket Barn. It is open to all residents on
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. Hours vary from summer to winter, and
are posted on the sign at the gate. Dump stickers are required in order to use
the Amherst Station (the same is true for the other three towns of the SRLD).
These stickers can be obtained at the Town Hall offices. Two of the best free
offerings in Town can be had there: (1) Free driveway sand and (2) Free
compost.
Some important changes have been made during the year 1997 with regard to
items that are accepted at the facility for disposal. Since September 1997,
mixed paper is no longer collected, however, magazines and newspapers
continue to be collected separately (in loose form, no paper bags or string
allowed). In addition, it is no longer acceptable to put fluorescent lamps or
household batteries in the trash. Fluorescent lamps and household batteries,
which contain heavy metals, are collected at the facility in special containers and
sent to a recycling facility for reuse. These changes were dictated by our waste
disposers as well as by environmental and economic concerns.
Items accepted include trash, which is transported to an incinerator, newspapers
(loose), corrugated cardboard (flattened), commingled containers (glass, plastic
and metal) and magazines (loose). The recyclable components are taken to
various recycling facilities. Brush and untreated scrap wood is burned at the site
in the burn pile. There is an area for wood/coal stove ashes; these do not go
into the trash compactors due to the risk of fire. White goods such as
refrigerators, stoves, air conditioners, etc. are accepted, but a fee for the
disposal is charged for some items. A disposal fee is also charged for
automotive tires. Also collected are waste oil and clean textiles along with
footwear. Hazardous materials such as oil-based paints, solvents, cleaning
fluids and pesticides are not handled by the Amherst Station, but are collected
periodically in Nashua through a program with the Nashua Regional Planning
Commission.
Although collected at the Amherst Station, the SRLD is not responsible for the
disposition of tires, batteries, white goods, brush, oil, scrap metal, etc. The costs
and revenue associated with these operations accrue to each town and are not
part of the SRLD budget. The disposal of demolition materials such as treated
lumber, asphalt, sheet rock, etc. has become an issue over the past years and
under state regulations, may not be burned or landfilled at the town's facility.
These materials are now being weighed at the Amherst Station and disposed of
for a fee.
During the year 1997, it was discovered that apparently not all of the leachate
from the closed landfill area was being properly pumped out. This has
necessitated additional hauling and disposal costs as well as added expenses
for engineering, testing and administration. Our 1998 budget includes a 160%
increase for leachate disposal. Since the landfill is the responsibility of the
SRLD, it must provide for proper disposal of the leachate as well as the
monitoring of the groundwater quality at the site and at the borders of the
property. Several efforts are currently ongoing to identify problem areas and
implement corrective actions. On the positive side, the SRLD received a
reimbursement check from the State of New Hampshire for costs incurred when
closing our landfill in 1990. A check for $48,000 was forwarded to the Town by
the SRLD in August.
The entire SRLD budget for 1998 is $772,330 up 18% from the previous year
(1997 - $654,967, 1996 - $589,500, 1995 - $683,100) of which $350,000 (1997 -
$294,967. 1996 - $180,658, 1995 - $270,504) will be charged to the Town of
Amherst, and collected as part of the tax bill. The remainder will be assessed to
and paid by the other member towns of the SRLD - Mollis, Brookline and Mont
Vernon. The assessments for Capital Spending are prorated based upon the
total real estate valuation for each town, while those for the Operations Spending
are prorated based upon the population of each town. The large increase in the
1998 budget is the result of the efforts that the SRLD is making to address the
issue of leachate disposal as well as the groundwater quality improvement
measures. This brings with it a host of related costs, as already mentioned.
Many of these measures are required by the State of NH to reissue our
Groundwater Permit. Other increases in the budget include a significant rise in
trash (up 6% in the SRLD towns and up 10% in Amherst) accompanied by a
decrease in the recyclables collected (down 6% in the SRLD towns and down
4% in Amherst) resulting in increased hauling and disposal expenses. Added to
this is also a recent increase in the disposal cost per ton of trash. Along with the
increases, the 1998 budget also includes reductions for equipment maintenance
and for the disposal costs of recycled materials.
As of 1997, the SRLD no longer used its own vehicle to haul trash and other
commodities. Instead we have contracted with D.C. Slocomb company of Mollis
to have all such services performed on a per haul basis without the need for an
SRLD owned vehicle. Our truck was sold during the first half of 1 997.
By far the largest portion of the budget of the SRLD is comprised of Operations
Spending, and within Operations, the biggest costs are those for the
transportation and disposal of trash. Partly due to the improving economy and
the increase in population, the 1994 trash tonnage for the SRLD hit an all-time
high of 7360 tons of which Amherst generated 3246 tons. As the result of
significant removal of demolition and building materials, as well as continuing
recycling efforts the trash amounts have been lower since that time (1996 -
SRLD 7195 /Amherst 2868, 1995 - SRLD 5226 /Amherst 2115). Mowever, with
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the strong rise in the trash quantities, 1997 is likely to generate over 7400 tons,
setting a new record high. In fact, the contribution of Amherst trash to that
collected overall by the SRLD has continued to decline from 45% in 1991 to only
40% in 1996 rising to an estimated 41% in 1997. As the result of not collecting
mixed paper and increasing trash quantities, the overall recycling rate for the
SRLD in 1997 will be approximately 19% (21.5% in 1996, 20.7% in 1995) while
the Amherst rate will be closer to 21% (24% in 1996, 23.2% in 1995).
Since 1995, the SRLD has been a member of the Northeast Resource Recovery
Association and has been working with this group to help identify markets and to
find the most beneficial pricing and hauling arrangements for our area residents,




1997, the number of new residential subdivisions approved by the Planning
Board was ten. This is the same as 1996, however, the number of new lots
created was 19 verses 64 in 1996, a drop of 70%. The number of new site plan
reviews for commercial - industrial development was 12. This also is the same
as 1996. The total number of residential building permits in 1997 was 83. This
represents a drop of 26% from 1996.
The above statistics appear to show a leveling off of residential building
construction and perhaps the beginning of a down-ward trend.
The Town this fall became embroiled in the wireless communications facilities
siting and approval process. Due to the fact of continuing litigation, I will make
no comments except to say that the Planning Board should be commended for
their foresight in setting up zoning regulations for wireless communications
facilities in 1996.
This is the last year for the Planning Board as presently constituted. In March,
the citizens of the Town voted for an elected Planning Board. In my opinion, this
is not a good thing. I believe it opens the planning process to tremendous
pressure from those who have specific agendas to influence the Board's
decisions. I firmly believe that the Amherst Planning Board has always worked
to the best interest of the Town first and foremost. When the new elected Board
is seated, I hope that they will continue that tradition.
PUNNING BOARD CHAIRMAN
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ZONING / PUNNING ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT
The Zoning Office serves many functions within the community including
building inspections, health inspections, daycare and foster care inspections,
Code Enforcement, witnessing wetland determinations and soil tests on property
and planning. Our department works closely with realtors, brokers, appraisers
and homeowners doing research on the history of their properties within the
Town, as well as all the Boards and Commissions within the Town.
Zoning Activity Report for January 1 997- December 1 997
Permits Issued For: No. Permits Value
New Residences
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Zoning Board of Adjustment is a Board comprised of five elected
members and a number of alternates appointed by the Board of Selectmen.
It is their function to review requests for relief from the strict regulations of the
Ordinance of the Town of Amherst. All meetings are public hearings and anyone
wishing to attend is welcome.
The following is a summary of the Cases from 1997:
Map & Lot
NASHUA REGIONAL PLANNING COMIVIISSION
The end of the 1997 year marked my arrival as the Executive director of the
Nashua Regional Planning Commission. Having grown up in the Nashua
region, and having lived in other states, it is a pleasure to be back in New
Hampshire. If any one has any issues of concerns regarding local planning, do
not hesitate to contact me at the NRPC. We at the NRPC are grateful for the
participation of Amherst's NRPC Commissioners: Michael Lambert, Martin
Michaelis, Marilyn Peterman and Paul Wenger.
Transportation Improvement Program
The NRPC assisted the Town of Amherst in submitting an ISTEA Enhancement
project application for the 1997 round of TIP development. All applications were
reviewed and ranked by the NRPC and a public participation process was
conducted in conjunction with the FY 1999-2008 TIP update.
TravelNet Information System
The NRPC completed the development of a computer based system of
transportation related information, such as ridematching availability, transit
schedules, airline information, transportation project status reports, currently
planned projects and other information. The system will soon be available at
public kiosk locations in the region and on the Internet.
Truck Route Study
NRPC conducted a study of truck travel through the town center of Amherst and
submitted a report with recommendations to Town Officials.
Amherst Master Plan
The NRPC met with town officials to discuss a process for developing a master
plan update for the town with the Planning Board. This contract has since been





The Historic District Commission consists of seven members and five
alternates, all of whom are appointed by the Board of Selectmen. The
Commission meets the third Thursday of every month. Applications to be
reviewed by the Commission are due in the Zoning Office at the close of
business on the second Thursday of each month. The Commission is charged
by ordinance with the responsibility of reviewing all applications for building
permits as well as for exterior renovations within the District.
In early 1991, Historic District Commission "Guidelines" were completed,
reviewed by Town Counsel and placed in the Town Library along with the
reference matehal the Commission used in drawing up the guidelines. This
reference material includes the Secretary of the Interior's "Standards for
Rehabilitation - Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings" as well as
"Preserving Community Character" which is published by the New Hampshire
Association of Historic District Commissions. Both manuals are excellent
sources of information and are especially important if one contemplates making
changes to an historic house. Copies of the Commission's Guidelines are also
on file in the Town Hall Zoning Office.
This past year the Commission has reviewed a wide variety of applications which
resulted in approval for fences, changes to doors and windows, additions to
existing structures, restoration of properties and new structures. In each
instance we try to balance the needs of the applicant with necessity of
maintaining the character of the Historic District. We also reviewed plans for the
portable classrooms at Clark School and plans for an additional four classrooms
at the same site. The Commission denied an application to place a
communications tower at the Safety Complex and is currently working on an
addition to our regulations dealing with this topic.
The Commission was pleased to see the completion of the beautification project
at the corner of Main, Carriage Road and Boston Post Road. We feel that
maintaining the green openness and rural character of the Village is of utmost
importance. To help us in this, the Commission constantly strives to improve its





1997, the Amherst Recreation Commission provided a diversified program of
recreational activities for people of all ages. Participation rates increased by
nine percent from the previous year and program registrations continue to climb.
The citizens of Amherst have a wide range of activities to choose from and once
again it is our aim to contribute significantly to the well being of the community.
The philosophy of the Recreation Commission remains constant, with emphasis
on quality programs and enjoyment of what we have to offer. Important
elements such as safety, sportsmanship, camaraderie, skill development and
physical wellness remain an integral part of each and every program. <•
In our attempt to meet the interests and needs of the community, a few residents
were unfortunately placed on a waiting list and we are truly sorry for any
inconvenience that this may have caused. It is our hope that more recreational
space will be available for community use in the near future and will help to
alleviate some of our growing pains.
The Amherst Recreation Commission would like to take this opportunity to thank
the many members of the community who have offered their service and
assistance in 1997. The 500 plus volunteer coaches, assistants, referees, field
laborers, and other helping hands that donated so much of their time and effort.
We appreciate you. The Selectmen, Town Administrator, Department Heads
and Town Staff for their continued support and guidance with our recreation
program. Thank you to the Amherst and Mont Vernon School Administrators
and Staff for all that you do with providing us with facilities, scheduling and other
efforts to help us along. To the area businesses that have donated through the
Sponsorship Program, your support is wonderful. Most of all, thanks to our
participants. We strive to serve you the best programs possible.
It is our hope that more community members will offer their time and assistance
and help us as we move ahead. Please attend a Recreation Commission
meeting held at the Amherst Town Hall on the first Tuesday of every other month
starting with January at 7:00 p.m. Your ideas and suggestions are very
important to us. With your involvement and participation, the Recreation
Commission will be able to enhance the services that we offer and continue to
serve you the most efficient and effective recreation program possible.
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JULY 4, 1997
There is nothing quite like living in small-town America - especially on the 4th
of July. This year our July 4th Committee did everything possible to insure
that townspeople had a wonderful day. The parade began with the familiar
sound of the Fire Department's sirens and continued with bands and floats,
jugglers and clowns. Children on decorated bicycles graced our parade route as
did ponies and puppies, Greyhounds and Labs. And, to assure we touched the
heart of every little person, we also brought in a beautiful show horse, a horse
and buggy, some exotic Llamas and great and gentle Newfoundlands who were
guaranteed to steal the show.
Our Village Green was delightfully transformed by twenty-six town organizations
who set up booths and sold a variety of items not the least of which was the
exuberance of their own community spirit.
Our Governor, Jeanne Shaheen, mingled with folks on the Green as did
Representative Charles Bass who came along with his family. Our Board of
Selectmen were in attendance as well as many other town dignitaries. Also with
us were a number of past "Citizens of the Year" and this year, longtime
community leader Douglas Kirkwood, was chosen to join that illustrious group.
As we surveyed the Green, we marveled at the professionalism of the Art Show,
the music of the Yankee Strummers and the perfection of the a capella singers.
We loved, too, the generosity of the young face painters who worked hour after
hour to ensure that every little face went home with a smile. The devotion of
parents and teachers was also evident as they demonstrated the games they
had set up for children and the magician who traveled to our Green for the very
first time literally held the audience in the palm of his hand. Everywhere we
looked, there was evidence of joy and friendship and though our celebration was




REPORT OF STATE FOREST RANGER
To aid your Forest Fire Warden, Fire Department and State Forest Ranger,
contact your local Warden or Fire Department to find out if a permit is
required. Violations of RSA 227-L:17, the fire permit law and the other burning
laws of the State are misdemeanors punishable by fines of up to $2,000 and/or a
year in jail. Violators are also liable for all fire suppression costs.
There are ten Forest Rangers who work for the NH Division of Forests and
Lands, Forest Protection Bureau. State Forest Rangers are available to assist
communities with forest fire suppression, prevention and training programs as
well as the enforcement of forest fire and timber harvest laws. If you have any
questions regarding forest fire or timber harvest laws, please call our office at
271-2217.
There are 2,400 Forest Fire Wardens and Deputy Forest Fire Wardens
throughout the State. Each town as a Forest Fire Warden and several Deputy
Wardens who assist the Forest Rangers with forest fire suppression, prevention,
and law enforcement. The 1997 fire season was a safe period for wildland
firefighters with no major injuries reported. The drought conditions experienced
during the early summer months was a significant factor resulting in the total
number of fires reported during the season. The State of New Hampshire
operates 15 fire towers, two mobile patrols and three contract aircraft patrols.
This early detection and reports from citizens aid in the quick response from local
fire departments. This is a critical factor in controlling the size of wildland fires
and keeping the loss of property and suppression costs as low as possible.
1997 Fire Statistics
Fires Reported by County Causes of Fires Reported
Belknap
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
The Town was graced this year with two excellent acquisitions of an enduring
conservation nature. First is the land and buildings now known as Peabody
Mill, formerly the Bacon residence, at the trailhead to Joe English Reservation,
purchased through a warrant voted at last year's Town Meeting. The property is
managed by the Recreation Commission with responsibilities shared with the
Conservation Commission. It is strategically located to provide many family
oriented services to our citizens seeking passive recreation. The other
acquisition comes from David and Mary Dacquino of a 70 acre parcel fronting
Highway 101 back to Austin Road. The woods are reasonably mature, there are
a few wetlands, and both the Bicentennial Trail and an old logging road run
through it. The property is in close proximity to other lands managed for
conservation and holds promise for maintaining a good wildlife habitat. Our
many thanks once again to Dave and Mary's generosity.
The change in regulatory procedures for managing the change of use penalty
payments, voted by the Town last year, are working well - providing funds during
the year instead of only at the end made all the difference with the Dacquino
purchase above. Another improvement is allowing the funds to be used for land
management.
We have embarked on the road to implementing our Forest Management plan.
This plan was written last year by a consulting forester and contains species data
and recommendations for stands improvement in five major forests we manage.
We decided to proceed cautiously with a selected stand improvement in the
Caesar's Brook forest. This area is characterized by numerous juvenile, low-
grade trees whose removal will allow light to fall on trees of better use to wildlife
and future thinnings. The result should be a better balance of species and age.
We encourage owners of woodlot acreage to walk the Caesar's Brook area and
contact us if you need more information.
Other conservation efforts continued on a broad front. We instituted a Trail
Steward's program of outdoor-minded volunteers who 'adopt' an established
trail; removing windfalls and performing other initiatives promoting its use. Four
trails are now adopted - many more are available by contacting the ACC through
Town Hall. Amherst Eagle Scouts projects this year worked at Pond Parish on
an information kiosk and improvements to the entrances to the Bicentennial and
Orange trails at Joe English. We began meeting quarterly with the Conservation
Commissions of abutting towns. These joint meetings have been very
successful at swapping methods and ideas for local conservation efforts.
Finally, those of you not PC-challenged can find plenty more Amherst
conservation information at our Web site at http://www.ultranet.com/-harts/acc/.
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SYNOPSIS OF TOWN MEETING
MARCH 11, 1997
Voting for Town offices was held on Tuesday, March 1 1 , 1997 at Wilkins
School. 1 978 votes were cast. Moderator Robert Schaumann opened the
polls at 7:00 a.m. and they were closed at 7:00 p.m. The business meeting was
held on March 13, 1996.
Article 1
.
married, a combined net income of less than $39,400; and own net assets not in
excess of $50,000 excluding the value of the person's residence.
YES 1543 NO 267
Article 5. (By Petition)
To see if the Town will vote to elect Planning Board members in accordance with
NH RSA 673:2, II (b) (1), "the Selectmen shall choose one Selectman as an ex
officio member and the remaining Planning Board positions shall be filled at the
next regular town election pursuant to RSA 669:17. Thereafter, a Planning
Board member shall be elected for a term provided under RSA 673:5, H".
YES 1193 NO 492
Article 6.
To see if the Town will vote to make the following changes in the Zoning
Ordinance for the Town of Amherst:
Amendment No. 1 . (By Petition)
To change Lot #1 1 2-000 on Map #002 of the Tax Maps of the Town of Amherst,
presently owned by Roberge Investments, LLC, c/o Al Legro, Vestmoore
Management, Inc., 168 South River Road, Bedford, New Hampshire and being
situate on the southeast corner of the intersection of Route 101 -A and 122 from
a general office zone to a commercial zone.
BALLOT QUESTION: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 1 as
proposed by petitioners of the Town? (THE PLANNING BOARD
RECOMMENDS A NO VOTE.)
YES 348 NO 1432
Amendment No. 2.
To see if the Town will vote to change Article IV, Section 4-8, B-1 . To DELETE
"except for a residential use which shall be two acres". (Housekeeping)
BALLOT QUESTION: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 2 as
proposed by the Planning Board?
YES 1174 NO 517
Amendment No. 3.
To see if the Town will vote to change Article IV, Section 4-7, B-1 . To DELETE
"except for a residential use which shall be two acres". (Housekeeping).
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BALLOT QUESTION: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 3 as
proposed by the Planning Board?
YES 1151 NO 505
Amendment No. 4.
To see if the Town will vote to DELETE Section ENCLOSURE OF SWIMMING
POOLS. (Housekeeping - now included as part of building code.)
BALLOT QUESTION: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 4 as
proposed by the Planning Board?
YES 1158 NO 533
Amendment No. 5.
To see if the Town will vote to DELETE Article IV, Section 4-10, Flood Plain
Conservation District, and replace with the new ordinance as proposed.
BALLOT QUESTION: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 5 as
proposed by the Planning Board.
YES 1146 NO 457
Amendment No. 6.
To see if the Town will vote to ADD new Article III, Section 3-16, Wireless
Communications Facility as proposed.
BALLOT QUESTION: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 6 as
proposed by the Planning Board?
YES 1163 NO 449
Amendment No. 7.
To see if the Town will vote to DELETE Article IV, Section 6-3, B-3 and B-4:
Remove "and appointed" and B-5: Remove "appointed and". (Housekeeping).
BALLOT QUESTION:
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 7 as proposed by the
Planning Board?
YES 1231 NO 333
Amendment No. 8.
To see if the Town will vote to ADD to Article IV, Section 4-9, A-19 permitted
uses - "Retail Establishments" (change of use permit from the Planning Board
required for existing buildings).
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BALLOT QtESTION:
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 8 as proposed by the
Planning Board?
YES 1171 NO 432
MARCH 13, 1997
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Robert Schaumann Moderator
at the Souhegan High School. 246 voters attended. The Pledge of
Allegiance was followed by the invocation by Rev. Hans Arnesen of the Messiah
Lutheran Church.
Chairman Robert Jackson introduced the Board of Selectmen: Richard
Sherwood, Marilyn Peterman, Richard Verrochi and William Overholt. Town
Administrator Dana Crowell introduced the Department Heads: Director of
Public Works John Starkey, Zoning Administrator Karin Elmer, Assessor Ed
Elcik, Chief of Police Gary MacGuire; Library Director Mary Ann List; Fire Chief
Richard E. Crocker, Recreation Director James Doane and Rescue Chief Marcia
Houck.. Also present was Town Clerk Nancy Demers, Town Counsel William
Drescher and Secretary Sharon Frydlo.
The rules of the meeting were addressed by Moderator Schaumann as follows:
(1) Yellow cards would be displayed by the voter during a vote. (2) No
amendment to an amendment would be accepted. (3) Speakers would be
allowed three minutes. (4) No one speaks a second time until others have
spoken. (5) Two microphones were set up - one in favor of a particular article
and one against. (6) At the mike, the speaker would announce his name and
address. (7) Should anyone move the question, those at the microphone would
be allowed to speak. (8) No new business would be conducted after 10:45 p.m.
unless the remaining voters so desired. A vote to restrict reconsideration,
according to RSA 40:10 was also passed.
There were seventeen warrant articles, No. 23 would be voted by ballot
according to law. Articles 1-6 were voted on by ballot on March 1 1th.
Article 7.
To see if the Town will vote to adopt the provisions of RSA 202-A:4-d authorizing
the Library Trustees to accept gifts of personal property, other than money,
which may be offered to the Library for any public purpose; provided, however,
that no acceptance of personal property by the Library Trustees shall be deemed
to bind the Town or the Library Trustees to raise, appropriate or expend any
public funds for the operation, maintenance, repair or replacement of such
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personal property and such authorization shall remain in effect until rescinded by
a vote of Town Meeting or take action relative thereto. (The Selectmen
recommend a yes vote.)
Motion was made by Selectman Richard Verrochi to adopt Article 7 and was
seconded. This was a housekeeping article. State law provides that Town
Meeting may authorize the public library trustees to accept gifts of personal
property other than money, which may be offered to the library for any public
purpose and shall remain in effect until rescinded by a vote at Town Meeting.
Article No. 7 passed. A motion to restrict reconsideration was also passed.
Article 8.
To see if the Town will raise such monies as may be necessary to defray Town
charges for the ensuing year and make appropriations for the same or take
action relative thereto. Said sum is exclusive of all special warrant articles
addressed separately. (The Selectmen recommend a yes vote.)
Selectman Verrochi moved to adopt this article and was seconded. Question
was asked regarding recreation, specifically cemetery fields. Two fields have
been approved by the Planning Board. Some work is funded through grants.
The Recreation Association will be asking for bids on the project in the spring.
The Recreation Association has been raising funds around town and about
$7,000 has been collected.
Selectman Robert Jackson moved the question to adopt the budget of
$4,852,958. Ways & Means approved the amount.
Selectman Overholt moved to adopt an amendment oh the budget because of
expected revenue from the Amherst Rescue Squad for billing procedures. The
amendment was as follows: Shall we reduce the ambulance revenue line from
$63,000 to $13,000. This does not reflect the bottom line of the budget. It
relates only to the anticipated revenue section of the budget which is not part of
the appropriations section. A vote on the amendment passed. The budget was
then voted on and passed. Motion to restrict reconsideration was passed.
Article 9.
To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of $224 to support the Big
Brother/Big Sister Program or take action relative thereto. (The Selectmen
recommend a no vote.)
Selectman Marilyn Peterman moved for adoption and was seconded. She
advised that Amherst residents were assisted by this program. Article passed.
Motion to restrict reconsideration was also passed.
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Article 10.
To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of $500 to support the
Greater Nashua/Souhegan Valley Chapter of the American Red Cross or take
action relative thereto. (The Selectmen recommend a no vote.)
Selectman Peterman moved for adoption and was seconded. Ways & Means




To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1 1 1 ,302 for the
purchase of a Champion 740A Grader to be funded in the following manner:
Withdrawal from Capital Reserve $109,991
Raised by Taxation 1,311
or take action relative thereto. (The Selectmen recommend a yes vote.)
Selectman Richard Sherwood moved for adoption and was seconded. Passed
with little discussion. Motion to restrict reconsideration was passed.
Article 1 2.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $70,000 for the
reconstruction of Merrimack Road at the intersection of State Route 122 or take
action relative thereto. (The Selectmen recommend a yes vote.)
Selectman Sherwood moved for adoption and was seconded. He referred to
accident statistics at this intersection. At earlier Town Meetings, we have
voted $17,000 at each meeting. The State had said that it would pay 2/3rds of
the construction amount of $150,000. The new figure proposed was $350,000.
The town could do it for less. Although we have $42,000 in hand, we need to
raise the whole amount since the earlier money was raised for the state project.
The other money shown as income item. Further discussion followed regarding
sidewalks. Mr. Jackson responded that they will not be added.
Article passed. Motion to restrict reconsideration was passed.
Article 1 3.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $58,000 for the
paving of: Hickory Drive, Maple Street, Douglas Drive and Meadow Lane or take
action relative thereto. (The Selectmen recommend a yes vote.)
Selectman Sherwood moved to adopt this article and was seconded. He
advised that this was in the schedule for road maintenance. Article passed.
Motion to restrict reconsideration was passed.
Article 14.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $75,000 for the
purchase of two parcels of land totaling 6.6 acres and the buildings thereon
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known as Map 10 Lots 7 & 8 to be funded by a $75,000 transfer from the
Conservation Land Fund Account or take action relative thereto. (The
Selectmen recommend a yes vote.)
Selectman Overholt moved for passage and was seconded. He explained that
there was 7.5 acres of land. The assessment of the property was set at
$1 1 1 ,000. The house would be used by organizations such as the scouts. The
Selectmen wanted to offer $11 5,000. Ways & Means voted 7-1 against with the
opinion that it would set a bad precedent to pay more than the assessed value.
Selectman Overholt proposed the following amendment: To see if the Town will
vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1 1 5,000 for the purchase of two
parcels of land totaling 7.5 acres and the buildings thereon known as Map 10,
Lots 7 and 8, to be funded by $85,000 transfer from the Conservation Land Fund
account and $30,000 from the Bean Foundation with $0 from taxes. Selectman
Sherwood asked that this amendment be defeated so that the Conservation
Commission proposal by Jan Woodbury could be proposed. The amendment
was defeated.
Jan Woodbury then proposed the following amendment: To delete $75,000 and
insert $1 16,750, to delete 6.6 and insert 7.5 funded by $85,000 from
conservation, $30,000 from Bean Foundation, $1,750 in donations. There would
be no tax impact to the Town. Private donations would be raised by July 1
,
1997.
Questions followed regarding annual operating expenses. User fees would
offset some expenses. Debate ended and the amendment passed.
Selectman Verrochi offered an additional amendment of $7,500 for maintenance
of the property and adding expenses to upgrade to a public facility. A vote was
then taken. The results were 87 for and 96 against. The amendment was
defeated.
A vote was then taken on the amendment with the addendum of "on such terms
and conditions as the Selectmen deem appropriate". The article was then
passed. Motion to restrict reconsideration was passed.
Article 15.
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to enter into a
lease/purchase agreement for the purpose of lease/purchasing a tractor/mower
for the Recreation Department and to raise and appropriate the sum of $5,935
for the FY '97-98 lease/purchase payment (first of five) or take action relative
thereto (The Selectmen recommend a yes vote.)
Motion was made by Selectman Jackson to pass the article. Passed with little
discussion. Motion to restrict reconsideration was passed.
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Article 16.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $18,000 to
refurbish Fire Engine IE3 or take action relative thereto. (The Selectmen
recommend a yes vote.)
Motion was made by Selectman Verrochi and seconded. This was a
maintenance item. Passed with little discussion. Motion to restrict
reconsideration was passed.
Article 17. (By Petition)
To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $12,001 to extend
the water main (6" minimum pipe size) from its present terminus to the Fire
Station for purposes to fill trucks and provide water for a sprinkler system in the
future or take action relative thereto. (The Selectmen recommend a yes vote.)
Selectman Jackson moved to adopt and was seconded. Passed. Motion to
restrict reconsideration was passed.
Article 1 8.
To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of $56,616 to fund the
deficit in the 1996-97 Souhegan Regional Landfill District budget appropriation or
take action relative thereto. (The Selectmen recommend a yes vote.)
Motion was made by Selectman Peterman and was seconded. Passed. Motion
to restrict reconsideration was passed.
Article 20. (By Petition)
To see if the Town will vote to adopt the provisions of RSA 79-A:25 (Disposition
of Revenue) and vote to place fifty percent (50%) of the revenues of all future
payments collected pursuant to RSA 79-A:25, II, in the Conservation Fund in
accordance with RSA 36-A:5, III. The revenue transfer shall be at the time of
collection or take action relative thereto. (The Selectmen recommend a no
vote.)
This article was taken out of order. Selectman Verrochi moved to adopt and was
seconded. The Selectmen wanted this article defeated because they want to
look at it each year and goes from April to July of next year. Article 19, which
they favor, will limit the recovery for the period of March 1 , 1997 to July 1 , 1997.
However, this article passed. Motion to restrict reconsideration was passed.
Article 19.
To see if the Town will vote to transfer a sum of money equal to 50% of the
current use recovery money paid by March 1, 1997 and place the sum in a
special fund for the purpose of land purchase by the Conservation Commission
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with the concurrence of the Board of Selectmen or take action relative thereto.
(The Selectmen recommend a yes vote.)
Selectman Verrochi moved for adoption and was seconded. The following
amendment was proposed by Mr. Verrochi. To insert "raise and appropriate up
to the sum of $80,000 but not to exceed 50% of the land use change tax
collected by March 31, 1997 and place the sum in a special fund for the purpose
of land purchase by the Conservation Commission with the concurrence of the
Board of Selectmen. Amendment passed.
Hani Durzy then proposed another amendment: To delete $80,000, insert
$120,000, delete 50% and insert 75%. This article as amended passed with 68
for and 54 against. Motion to restrict reconsideration passed.
Article 21.
To see if the Town will vote to rescind the unused bonding authority granted in
March 1 995 for the purchase of the Bragdon Farm or take action relative thereto.
(The Selectmen recommend a yes vote.)
Motion was made by Selectman Verrochi and passed. Voted to restrict
reconsideration.
Article 22.
To see if the Town will vote, pursuant to RSA 41 :1 1-a to authorize the Selectmen
to negotiate and enter into a long term lease with Bell Atlantic NYNEX Mobile for
the construction and lease of a cellular communications tower and compound on
Town-owned land or take action relative thereto. (The Selectmen recommend
a yes vote.)
Selectman Peterman moved for adoption and seconded. Ways & Means
Committee opposed this article. Mrs. Peterman advised that under federal law
cellular towers could go anywhere. They cannot be zoned out of the town. It
was suggested that a tower could be placed at the police station and industrial
park so as to access both corridors. Mr. Verrochi advised that approval of the
article only gives approve to the Board of Selectmen to enter into a deal. He
proposed that the article be amended to delete "Bell Atlantic NYNEX Mobile" -
amendment passed.
Trudy Loy of Willow Lane moved to amend that no tower be erected on land that
was purchased with Conservation Commission money. After some discussion,
this amendment was defeated.




Shall we adopt the provisions of RSA 72:23-n, allowing for otherwise tax-exempt
charitable properties to enter into an agreement with the Town to make
payments in lieu of taxes or take action relative thereto? (The Selectmen
recommend a yes vote.) Ballot vote required.
Selectman Jackson moved for passage and was seconded. There was no
discussion. Vote was by ballot. Results: 107 Yes, 13 No.
The gross budget approved was $5,422,286.




BUDGET AS VOTED ON AT TOWN MEETING
GENERAL GOVERNMENT
Town Officers Salaries 92,367.00



























St. Joseph's Elderly 1,170.00
Souhegan Valley Resources 2.000.00
Nashua Mental Health 2,660.00
Milford Counseling 3,000.00
Nashua Mediation 600.00





























Payment on Debt-Land 27,000.00
Payment on Debt-Bldg. 35,000.00
Interest on Debt-Land 9,700.00















Payment on Debt 45,000.00








Big Brother/Big Sister 224.00
American Red Cross 500.00
Grader Purchase-Champion 740A 1 1 1 ,302.00
Merrimack Rd. Reconstruction 70,000.00
Paving 58,000.00
Land Purchase Map 1 0, Lots 7&8 1 1 6,750.00
Refurbish 1E3 18,000.00
Lease/Purchase Tractor 5,935.00
Water Line Extension 12,001 .00
Souhegan Landfill Deficit 56,616.00
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MARRIAGES REGISTERED IN THE TOWN OF AMHERST




Date Place Name of Bride & Groom
Oct. 18 Milford Vanessa B. Parry
Ernest R. Sullivan
Oct. 25 Amherst Kimberly A. Lacroix
Frank M. Zumbo
Oct. 25 Bedford Laura L. Cote
James W. LaJeunesse
Oct. 30 Nashua Katia L. Oliveira
Loren M. Decareau
Nov. 15 Auburn Marylou Thibodeau
Eero J. Hyvonen
Nov. 29 Amherst Janice L. Merrill
John E. Avila








Justice of the Peace
Eleanor Benson
















Justice of the Peace
Marguerite L. Ross
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In order to make my contribution to the growth and welfare of the Town of
Amherst, I am willing to volunteer to serve on the following Boards,
Commission and Committees. My preference is indicated by 1 , 2, 3, etc.
Board of Adjustment Recreation Commission
Planning Board Road Commission
Historic District N.R.P.C.
Conservation Commission S.R.L.D.
Ways & Means Committee Recycling Committee
Attach a brief statement as to why you feel qualified to serve as indicated
above.









The Amherst Railroad Station once stood on the north side of Thornton's Ferry Road I, just
east of the Courthouse Road intersection.
Ground was broken in 1899 for the Milford Manchester line by the Boston and Maine
Railroad. It took a thousand men to build this line of 18 miles and 29 curves. It finally opened
December 31, 1900.
The railroad did not actually go to either Manchester or Milford. It left the Wilton tracks at
East Milford, ran parallel to Route 122, and passed to the east of Courthouse Road to the
Amherst depot. Its next stop was at the northern end of Baboosic Lake, and then continued
on until connecting with the Goffstown Line near Route 114 and Mast Road.
It was built by the Boston and Maine to prevent a competing railroad from building a similar
line. It was intentionally made to be slow, circuitous, and undependable. It took two hours
to go the 18 miles, and cost 59 cents.
In this 1910 picture, the station was decorated for Amherst's 150th anniversary.
The railroad was abandoned in 1925.
Photo and text courtesy of the Amherst Historical Society
Cover Design, Bill Overholt.
